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SUBJECT: SECTORS GROUP MEETING: SUMMING-UP BY THE CHAIRMAN 

QUOTED BELOW IS THE SUMMING-UP BY THE CHAIRMAN (MTN/SEC/4) 

FOR THE SECTORS GROUP MEETING HELD APRIL 6-7, 1973: 

QUOTE 

1 . THE GROUP HELD ITS FOURTH MEETING ON 6-7 APRIL 1976. IT 
INVITED THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF UNCTAD OR HIS REPRESENTATIVE 
TO ATTEND THIS SESSION OF THE GROUP AS AN OBSERVER. AT THE END 

OF THE MEETING THE CHAIRMAN, ON HIS OWN RESPONSIBILITY, SI IMMF.D-1 IP 
THE DISCUSSIONS AS FOLLOWS. 

2. THE GROUP ADDRESSED ITSELF T THE PAPER CIRCULATED 

BY THE DELEGATION OF CANADA ON POSSIBLE ELEMENTS OF AN AGREE- 
MENT TO LIBERALIZE TRADE IN COPPER PRODUCTS (MTN/SEC/W/7). 
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THE DELEGATION OF CANADA ELABORATED FURTHER ON THE ELEMENTS 
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AND SCOPE OF THE PROPOSAL IT HAD PUT FORWARD AND EXPLAINED THE 
OBJECTIVES IT IS INTENDED TO SERVE. THE TEXT OF THE CANADIAN 
STATEMENT WAS CIRCULATED AS MTN/SEC/W/15. SOME DELEGATIONS 
RAISED A NUMBER OF POINTS WITH RESPECT TO THE CANADIAN STATEMENT 
COVERING THE CHOICE OF COPPER FOR SECTOR NEGOTIATIONS AND THE 
IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSALS MADE FOR OTHER AREAS OF THE 
NEGOTIATIONS. THESE DELEGATIONS STATED THAT THE BASIC APPROACH 
OF THEIR COUNTRIES TO THE USE OF THE SECTOR APPROACH AS A 
COMPLEMENTARY TECHNIQUE IN THE NEGOTIATIONS HAD BEEN EXPLAINED 
AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS OF THE GROUP. SOME DELEGATIONS OF DEVELOP- 
ING CUNTRIES, WHILE INDICATING A POSITIVE INTEREST IN THE 
SECTOR APPROACH MORE SPECIFICALLY IN RELATION TO THE NON- 
FERROUS METALS SECTOR CONSIDERED THAT THE IMPLICATIONS FOR 
THEIR OWN TRADE AND THE POSSIBILITIES OF DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT 
WOULD NEED TO BE EXAMINED IN GREATER DETAIL. THE REPRESENTA- 
TIVE OF CANADA RESPONDED IN GREATER DETAIL TO THE OBSERVATIONS 
MADE BY MEMBERS OF THE GROUP. 

3. THE GROUP AGREED THAT THE SECRETARIAT STUDY THE IMPLICA- 
TIONS OF THE SECTOR APPROACH FOR COPPER IN RELATION TO THE 
TRADE INTERESTS OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. INCLUDING THEIR 
COPPER BASED INDUSTRIES. 

4. ONE DELEGATION ENVISAGED THAT IT WOULD BE PROPOSING, 

AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME, NEGOTIATIONS IN RESPECT OF A 
CERTAIN NUMBER OF SECTORS. 

5. THE GROUP TOOK NOTE OF THE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
REQUESTED FROM THE SECRETARIAT ON THE ORES AND METALS SECTOR 
IN ORDER TO PERMIT A FULLER ANALYSIS OF THE PILOT STUDY. THE 
GROUP HEARD A STATEMENT BY ONE DELEGATION CONCERNING INTERNA- 
TIONAL TRADE IN STEEL. THIS DELEGATION INDICATED THAT IT 
INTENDED TO PUT A PROPOSAL WITH REGARD TO THIS SECTOR BEFORE 
THE GROUP AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME. ONE DELEGATION INDICATED 

ITS STRONG APPREHENSION IN RESPECT OF THE STATEMENT MADE 
ON STEEL AND WAS OF THE VIEW THAT STEEL SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN UP 
IN THE CONTEXT OF THE SECTOR APPROACH. SOME OTHER DELEGATIONS 
EXPRESSED DOUBTS AS TO THE APPROPRIATENESS OF SECTOR NEGO- 
TIATIONS FOR STEEL. 
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6. THE GROUP NOTED THE ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
CONTAINED IN DOCUMENT MTN/SEC/W/2, ADD. 1 AND 2 CONCERNING WOOD 
AND WOOD PRODUCTS AND PULP AND PAPER PRODUCTS, POSSIBLE 
SECTORS OF INTEREST TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. IN REFERRING 

TO THE WORK PROCEEDING IN THEIR CAPITALS ON SECTORS, SOME DELE- 
TIONS OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES INDICATED THAT THEY MIGHT 
ASK THE GROUP TO TAKE UP FOR EXAMINATION, AT THE APPROPRIATE 
TIME, OTHER SECTORS OF INTEREST TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. THE 
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GROUP AGREED THAT THE SECRETARIAT SHOULD PROCEED WITH A STUDY 
ON THE TECHNICAL FEASIBILITY OF IDENTIFYING TARIFFS, NON-TARIFF 
MEASURES AND TRADE FLOWS AFFECTING HANDICRAFTS AS A PRODUCT 
GROUP. 

7. THE GROUP TOOK NOTE OF THE PROGRESS IN THE COLLECTION OF 
DATA WHICH HAD BEEN INITIATED BY THE SECRETARIAT WITH RESPECT 
TO SECTORS NOT SO FAR TAKEN UP IN THE GROUP. 

8. THE GROUP AGREED THAT AT ITS NEXT MEETING IT WOULD REVERT 
TO THE POINTS TAKEN UP AT THE PRESENT MEETING IN THE LIGHT OF 

THE COMMENTS AND PROPOSALS MADE AND THE ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 
TO BE PROVIDED BY THE SECRETARIAT. 

9. THE GROUP AGREED THAT IT WOULD HOLD ITS NEXT MEETING 
PREFERABLY IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE SUMMER RECESS, THE EXACT DATE 
TO BE DETERMINED BY THE CHAIRMAN IN CONSULTATION WITH 
INTERESTED DELEGATIONS AND THE SECRETARIAT. UNQUOTE 
CULBERT 
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